
GRANT AWARD FORM 

 

Grant Award Form: Please complete the Project Questions below and include this 

page in your 

Final Report materials submitted to the address below. 

The information provided in question #1 - 5 should be the same as the information on 

your Urbana 

Arts Grant Agreement with the City. 

 

1. GRANTEE: Name of Applicant or Primary Contact: 

Urbana Pops Orchestra (Debra Levey Larson) 

 Address: 207 W. California, Urbana, IL 61801 

 

Project Title: 2015 UPO Season 

 

2. TOTAL AMOUNT OF GRANT FUNDS AWARDED: $2,000.00 

 

3. TOTAL AMOUNT OF GRANT FUNDS RECEIVED TO DATE: $1,000.00. 

 

4. GRANT PERIOD:April 1, 2016 through April 1 2016. 

 

5. EXPENDITURE DEADLINE: ____July 11, 2015___. 

 

6. DATE OF PROJECT COMPLETION: _July, 11,  2015___. 



Dear Ms. Tannos,  
 
I hereby certify that I am authorized to approve this Report, which serves as 
a Request for Reimbursement, that I have reviewed the attached invoices in 
the amount of $2,000.00; that all costs claimed have been incurred for the 
Project in accordance with the Agreement between Urbana Pops Orchestra 
and the CITY OF URBANA; that all submitted invoices have been paid; and 
no costs included herein have been previously submitted. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Debra Levey Larson 
(217-979-1910; debra@urbanapops.org) 
 

Pauline Tannos  
City of Urbana, Public Arts Program 
Community Development Services 
400 S. Vine Street 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 
ptannos@urbanaillinois.us  
 
August 1, 2015 
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          Post Project Evaluation, August 1, 2015 

 
Accomplishment and Use of Funding – Urbana Pops Orchestra (UPO) offered three recitals and two 

concerts completely free of charge to the community in 2015.    

Once Upon a Tune was held on Saturday, June 13 at 7 p.m. in the cafetorium at Urbana Middle School. 

This concert had several highlights:  Urbana High School junior Henry Ando played Mozart’s Concerto 

in A Major, movement 1 for clarinet with the orchestra.  

WILL’s Roger Cooper narrated “Peter and the Wolf.” Music from Frozen and the Overture to William 

Tell were favorites.  UPO also premiered the winning piece from its annual composition contest in the 

junior division. This was the third year that UPO performed the winning composition of a young 

composer. 

 Jazz in the Square was held on Saturday, July 11 in the high court of Lincoln Square Mall.  This was a 

new endeavor for UPO and afforded some unique opportunities. One was to feature local alto 

saxophonist Clark Gibson with the jazz ensemble. Another was to showcase a new local jazz 

singer/songwriter Sara McDonald. Her music offered a new take on jazz with a contemporary sound in 

juxtaposition with the more traditional jazz sounds of the rest of the program. 

Rounding out the evening were excerpts from this year’s Urbana Park District’s Youth Summer Theatre 

production of The Pajama Game performed by cast members (wearing their pajamas) accompanied by 

music specially arranged for the jazz ensemble.  For both concerts, enthusiastic audiences packed the 

middle school cafetorium and high court of the mall to near capacity.  

Impact of Grant Funding – This is a community that loves to volunteer their time and talent.  Musicians 

are no different, playing frequently for free—even after the often-quoted 10,000 hours of practice that 

it takes to be able to play an instrument at a high-proficiency level. However, as professionals, they 

also expect to be and should be paid. With an orchestra of UPO’s size, even a small stipend adds up to 

a sizeable amount—much more than local fundraising can accomplish—and unfortunately, not at the 

level of other local ensembles (UPO pays a one-time stipend of $50/section musician and $90/principal 

compared with other ensemble rates of $75 to $125 for each rehearsal and performance). Perhaps 

because the summer holds fewer conflicts and concert programming is more unusual, many of them 

are willing to play for UPO for a lower rate. Obtaining the City of Urbana Arts Grant has enabled the 

UPO to attract more professional musicians, thus ensuring a high-quality performance.  And, while 

other orchestras charge students a fee, UPO student musicians are mentored by professionals, given 

special student-only rehearsals, and are not charged a fee to participate, thanks to the Urbana grant. 



The number of hours spent in completing the project – over 1,000 (see attached sheet). These hours 

do not include the practice and performance hours of UPO’s many musicians. 

The number of participants in events or activities – Once Upon a Tune featured 44 paid professional 

musicians, 9 student interns, and approximately 225 people in the audience.  Jazz in the Square 

included 20 pros, 2 students, 36 Park District cast members, and an audience of approximately 200 

people.  

UPO provided the pit orchestra for Urbana Park District’s Youth Summer Theatre performance of The 

Pajama Game, which included a cast of 50 youth and were supported by 6 professional  musicians and 

7 students, assuring a solid sound with yet another opportunity for professional musicians to mentor 

students. The Pajama Game’s four performances entertained a total of approximately 1,200 audience 

members. 

Attendance at the three free recitals at Urbana Free Library ranged from 35 to 80 per recital, each 

attracting a very different clientele than typically attend UPO concerts. Many were unfamiliar with 

Urbana Pops Orchestra and knew the recitalist or had stumbled on the recitals as a result of the music 

wafting up the staircase.   

Community Collaborations – UPO has very successful ongoing collaborative agreements with the 

Urbana Park District and Urbana School District #116. Last year UPO developed a new partnership with 

Urbana Free Library by co-hosting recitals in their lower-level auditorium. This year, UPO co-hosted 

three free recitals and expanded upon the relationship in two ways. Because this year’s summer 

reading program theme was “Read to the Rhythm,” UPO provided a percussion petting zoo for young 

library patrons one afternoon at the library. UPO’s June concert theme incorporated the story of Peter 

and the Wolf so Urbana Free Library staff offered a pre-concert story time. Children’s librarian Lora 

Fegley read orchestra-related stories to about 30 children. This has been a mutually wonderful new 

collaboration. 

The Urbana High School auditorium was unavailable this year due to the kitchen renovation, so UPO 

needed to find an alternative space to perform. The June concert at Urbana Middle School worked very 

well for the large ensemble.  UPO collaborated with Lincoln Square to use their high court and seating 

for Jazz in the Square.   

International Galleries and Dr. G’s BrainWorks provided gift certificates for drawings at both concerts. 

This provides a vehicle for obtaining contact info, is fun for the audience, and promotes local 

businesses.  

This year’s pit orchestra for The Pajama Game is wonderful way for UPO each year to remember its 

roots in this community and support Urbana’s youth musical theatre efforts. This year the Park District 

contributed a bit more so that 6 professional musicians could be hired, but who were still out-

numbered by the 7 student musicians. 

Additional Information – The 2015 UPO season was particularly satisfying because of the ability to 

offer all 3 recitals and both concerts absolutely free to the public. At each event, there were many 



seniors and families with several small children – populations that often cannot fit this caliber of live 

entertainment into their tight budgets.   

The accessibility of UPO’s programs allows listeners to experience familiar music in a new way – 

hearing Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf live and narrated by local voice legend Roger Cooper is a unique 

experience. The music from the recent hit family film Frozen was met with the sound of numerous 

young voices rising up out of the dark auditorium whenever the themes were played. While in a more 

formal setting, those voices may have been shushed, they are celebrated at UPO concerts. 

UPO offers unique educational opportunities as well. The winning piece in the junior division in this 

year’s composition contest was premiered at the June concert and the winning piece in the senior 

division was premiered at the July concert. Facilitating the composition contest and the Illinois Music 

Educators Association strings practice session in early October, are two extra, unique, unfunded 

programs sponsored by UPO to promote and support music education in Urbana.  

This year, UPO’s free recital series --one recital on the second Sunday of February, March, and April in 

The Urbana Free Library-- offered a wide variety of music. Each month a UPO principal musician 

performed for about an hour. February- Evan Tammen, oboe; March-Karen DeBauche, clarinet;  and 

April-Molly O’Roark, harp.  Student musicians performed alongside the adult soloists, including Henry 

Ando, who also performed at the June concert. This year, because of the grant and generous donors, 

UPO was able to offer each of the adult musicians a small stipend. 



Name Planning Administration Promotion Production Concerts Individual Total

Daniel 112 12 9 222 5 360

Stephen 56 15 1 20 0 92

John 16 12 8 48 5 89

Debra 72 60 48 24 5 209

Liesel 14 10 4 28

Richard 16 4 20

Kellie 15 4 19

Eve 10 15 7 32

Mark 15 4 19

Diane 4 15 0 19

Sheri 10 4 14

Tim 15 20 5 40

Karen 4 18 2 20 4 48

Blasé 2 10 12 2 26

Sub total 288 238 68 354 53

grand total 1001



 
 
 
2015 Expenditures 
 
 
 

 A: Personnel  
 (Project Related) 

Amount 
Requested  
from City 

Matching 
Funds 

In-Kind  
Donations Total 

Expenditure Notes           
(if applicable) 

 Artistic 3100 3400  6500 Musician stipends 

 Administration 506.25  506.25 USD#116 music staff 

 Technical   00.00  

 Other   00.00 USD #116 admin/custodian/staff 

Total Personnel 
Expenditures 3,100 3906.25  7,006.25  
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