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Update 
 
Prairie School contact Rusty Clevenger has submitted a proposal for a possible Arts in the 
Schools project. The Arts in the Schools subcommittee has reviewed and met to discuss the 
matter. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Public Arts Commission review the attached proposal and be prepared 
to discuss it at the November 18 meeting.  
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Pauline Tannos 
Public Arts Intern 
 
 
Attachment A. Letter of Support from Urbana School District 116 
Attachment B. Prairie School Fine Arts Storytelling Proposal: Generations of Tradition and 
Stories 





Prairie School Fine Arts Storytelling Proposal 
Generations of Tradition and Stories 
 
Students at Prairie school come from a wide variety of backgrounds, heritage, and 
traditions.  This proposal shows how we would like to enrich the students’ education 
experience through the arts by exposing them to the many celebratory and artistic 
aspects of storytelling from around the world.   Fine Arts classes include Visual Art, 
Music, Dance, and Drama.  We recognize that each Fine Arts area is important for the 
overall experience of creating a community atmosphere.  Through each of these unique 
disciplines, Prairie students will be learning specifically about South American and 
African storytelling throughout the 2014-2015 Fine Arts Curriculum.  Our student body 
includes a large number of students who come from low-income families in which 
experiences with the Fine Arts are limited.  If our proposal is funded, we would be able 
to provide all students at Prairie Elementary with meaningful interactions with artists, 
storytellers, and instruments that would be otherwise unavailable.  Our proposal is 
broken down by each discipline, even though instruction would be interwoven through 
cross-curricular instruction.     
 
As part of our drama studies we will invite Storyteller and educator Kim Sheehan from 
the Spurlock Museum at the U of I to do interactive storytelling with all our students in 
Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Kim will focus on stories from Africa.  She will come to 
Prairie during the Jan 5th- Feb. 20th block and on April 30.  During this time, she will do 
up to twelve 45-60 minute presentations.  This will directly affect all 450 Prairie 
students.  Students will use the information learned to reinvent a story in a modern 
setting that will be presented at our Annual Fine Arts Night. 
 
In dance class Alicia Cross Engelhardt will direct a workshop on folk dancing from 
specific cultures.  This will be for 5th and 3rd graders; approximately 120 students.  
Students will use the information learned during the dance workshop to perform for the 
school Fine Arts Assembly.   
 
During our music classes, we will focus on the music and instruments of West Africa.  
We will read stories about the origin of the drum and learn the importance of percussion 
instruments from different African tribes.  We will also learn the importance of 
community within our drumming circle.  We will enhance our collection of African drums 
with the purchase of soprano, alto, and bass xylophones.  These instruments will add 
the concept of pitch to our drumming circle.  Students will use the knowledge gained 
from this experience to perform for the school during the Fine Arts Assembly.  This 
purchase will directly affect all 450 Prairie students.  
 



As part of our visual art studies Prairie School will host artist in residence, Langston 
Allston to share his own process of retelling folklore and myths with a modern setting to 
teach and help students create a mural that will be installed in the new Prairie Fine Arts 
Wing.  Langston will directly work with approximately 120 3rd and 4th grade students in 
order to design and create a mural composition that uses characters from mythology, 
folklore, and stories from Africa, Central and South America in a contemporary setting to 
represent the Fine Arts.  Langston will talk to all 450 Prairie students about his artwork 
and answer questions during small class critiques.  All students will work on their own 
projects inspired by Allston’s work to retell stories from Africa, Central and South 
American in a contemporary setting.  Students’ work will be on display during the 
Annual Fine Arts Night.   
 
At Prairie School, 60 4th grade students will go on a field trip to view Allston’s work 
located in downtown Urbana.  The 4th grade students will create lessons in connection 
with Allston’s work that will be used to educate 75 Kindergarten students on the concept 
of storytelling in visual arts during a field trip to see Allston’s work located in Downtown 
Urbana.  
 
On May 14, Fine Arts teachers will host a Storytelling Through the Arts event at Prairie 
School.  The students who have created dances and performances will present their 
work to the Prairie School community at this time.  Students’ work during their Fine Arts 
classes will be on display during performances, workshops and galleries shown 
throughout the school.  Each student will have a piece of work on display that connects 
to the theme of storytelling in a modern setting.  This event will potentially reach 450 
students as well as their families.   
 
Scope and Reach of the Project: 
Approximately 450 students would be reached with Kim’s program, and 120 with Alicia. 
Approximately 450 students will be reached during the African drumming unit.  
Approximately 150 students will be reached during the field trips to see Allston’s work in 
downtown Urbana.  Approximately 250 students will help create the mural.   
Approximately 450 students will create artwork in connection to Allston’s work.  
Potentially 450 students plus their families will be reached during the Fine Arts Event on 
May 14. 
 
This proposal will be a great way to teach students about the depth of artistry in their 
cultures and experience the joy of professional storytelling. It is also a great way to 
teach students to be curious about the many cultures surrounding them.  
 
 

 



Urbana Arts Commission Proposal Budget: 
 
 

Vendor Item Item # item price Number  Total 

Kim Sheehan Storytelling  $50.00 for 3 
sessions 

4 $200.00 

Alica Cross 
Engelhardt 

Workshop  $50.00 2 $100.00 

Music 123 Soprano 
Xylophone 

 $183.00 3 $549.00 

Music 123 Alto 
Xylophone 

 $245.00 1 $245.00 

Music 123 Bass  $479.00 1 $479.00 

Urbana School 
District Bus 

Bus  $100.00 2 $200.00 

Urbana Sub 
Line 

Subs  $80.00 2 $160.00 

Langston 
Allston  

Mural Project  $1067.00 1 $1067.00 
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