
 
  

 

                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

Economic Development Division 
 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
TO:   Urbana Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:  Christina McClelland, Public Arts Coordinator  
 
DATE:  June 5, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Addendum to King Park Public Art Design Services Agreement  
 
Background 
For a number of years it has been a goal of the Public Arts Commission to create a lasting piece 
of public artwork to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in King 
Park. The completed artwork will help promote the park as an amenity for the local 
neighborhood and school, as well as provide an attraction for residents of Urbana and 
Champaign County.  
 
City staff and the King Park Public Art Project Commission subcommittee worked with the 
Urbana Park District to identify a qualified artist to design public art in the park through a 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process. On June 12, 2012, based on the recommendation of 
the King Park Public Art Project Selection Committee, the Urbana Public Arts Commission 
selected Cambridge, Massachusetts-based artist Douglas Kornfeld to create a permanent public 
art piece to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Urbana’s King 
Park. A Public Art Design Services Agreement with Mr. Kornfeld was approved by the 
Commission at the August 14, 2012 meeting and approved by City Council at their August 20, 
2012 meeting.   
 
Following the approval and execution of this agreement by both parties, Mr. Kornfeld visited 
Urbana and developed a preliminary concept. The selection committee reviewed this concept and 
came to the conclusion that it did not celebrate the active nature of Dr. King’s work. After 
initially agreeing to rework this concept, Mr. Kornfeld eventually resubmitted the original 
concept, asking for its recommendation to the Commission or requesting to withdraw from the 
project. The selection committee again rejected this concept and the Public Arts Commission 
approved the termination of the Public Art Design Services Agreement with Mr. Kornfeld 
through a Mutual Release at the February 12, 2013 meeting, which was approved by the Urbana 
City Council on April 15, 2013.   
 
Preston Jackson, one of the finalists from the initial selection process, was also approved as the 
new selected artist to design a public art piece for King Park during the February 12 Public Arts 
Commission meeting. Based in Peoria, IL, Mr. Jackson is an accomplished artist who has 



 
  

produced many public art pieces for cities in Illinois and taught at the School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago, Bradley University, and Millikin University. His work has particularly dealt with 
history and the African-American experience. An agreement with Mr. Jackson outlining the 
scope of his design services, including deliverables, schedule of performance, schedule of 
compensation, and process of design approval, was negotiated by City legal staff. Following 
approval by the Public Arts Commission at their April 2, 2013 meeting, this Public Art Design 
Services Agreement was approved by the Urbana City Council at their April 15, 2013 meeting. 
A budget amendment for an additional $30,000 for the project from TIF 3 funds was approved 
by the Urbana City Council, also at their April 15, 2013 meeting. Because of this action, the 
project budget is now $75,000, all from TIF 3 funds which must be used by December 31, 2013 
when the TIF district expires.   
 
Discussion 
 
Preston Jackson and his assistant, Joy Kessler, traveled to Urbana on Thursday, April 25. They 
met with the City Public Arts Coordinator and Tim Bartlett, Urbana Park District Superintendent 
of Operations and Planning at the King Park site. Additionally, a neighborhood meeting was held 
at the Urbana Park District Operations and Planning Office located at 1011 E Kerr Ave from 
5:30 to 8:00 PM. The meeting was attended by representatives the City of Urbana, the Urbana 
Park District, the Urbana Public Arts Commission, King School, Adopt-A-Park, the Jettie 
Rhodes Day Committee, and other community members. Mr. Jackson presented images of his 
public art work located throughout Illinois, including pieces located at the Douglas Branch 
Library in Champaign and on the University of Illinois campus. He then showed some sketches 
of his ideas for the King Park sculpture to the group for feedback. The assembled group had a 
few suggestions. Scott Rhodes commented that he was disappointed that Dr. King was not 
depicted in these sketches for the sculpture. Unfortunately, due to the policies of the King 
Foundation related to the use of their intellectual property and project budget limitations, Dr. 
King’s image or quotes cannot be used in this piece of public art. Maryam Ar-Raheem responded 
that because Dr. King was a humble man, he might not like his image being used in sculptures.  
 
As outlined in Exhibit A: Design Services & Deliverables of the Public Art Design Services 
Agreement (Exhibit A), Mr. Jackson submitted a preliminary concept that was reviewed by the 
King Park Public Art selection committee on May 3, 2013. Similar to the sketches he showed on 
April 25, the sculpture depicted in this preliminary concept would be fabricated of stainless steel 
and bronze, standing 12 feet tall. Showing elements of the history of the Civil Rights Movement 
and Dr. King’s work in bronze, the larger base of the sculpture would be stainless steel. The 
committee was supportive of this concept and recommended it be presented to the Public Arts 
Commission for approval.  
 
The Public Arts Commission approved Preston Jackson’s preliminary concept at the May 14, 
2013 meeting. Following this approval, as outlined in the King Park Public Art Design Services 
Agreement, Preston Jackson submitted a Final Design for City approval. This Final Design 
(Exhibit B) is a more complete version of the preliminary concept approved by the Commission, 
and outlines every physical feature of the construction of the Artwork and its integration with the 
site. It includes an updated narrative and project budget. The Final Design was reviewed by City 
and Urbana Park District staff and approved by the Urbana Community Development Services 



 
  

Director, according to the procedure outlined in the King Park Public Art Design Services 
Agreement.  
 
Following this approval, City staff has worked with the artist to negotiate an Addendum to King 
Park Public Art Design Services Agreement of April 15, 2013 (Exhibit C.) This addendum 
commissions the fabrication of the artwork depicted in the final design (Exhibit B) submitted by 
Preston Jackson and approved by City Staff. It agrees that the artist will fabricate the sculpture as 
outlined in the Final Design (Exhibit B), that the artist will deliver the artwork to the City, and 
the payment schedule. It warrants that the artwork shall be a unique and original product of the 
artist and transfers the title to the artwork from the artist to the City or its assignee. As it is an 
addendum to the original agreement (Exhibit A), other than any changes or amendments it sets 
forth, all of the provisions in the agreement (Exhibit A) remain in full force and effect. The 
Urbana Park District has committed handling physical installation of the finished piece in King 
Park, as well as building an earth berm to raise the sculpture up. This assistance allows for more 
of the limited budget to be used to create a larger piece. City staff is working with Urbana Park 
District staff on an agreement to transfer the title of the finished artwork from the City to the 
Urbana Park District. 
 
Recommendation 
  
Staff recommends that the Commission approve Exhibit C, the Addendum to the King Park 
Public Art Design Services Agreement. Upon this approval, this Addendum will be presented to 
the Urbana City Council for final approval on June 17, 2013.  
 
Attachments:  Exhibit A:   King Park Public Art Design Services Agreement  
   
    Exhibit B:        Preston Jackson King Park Final Design 
 

Exhibit C:  Addendum to King Park Public Art Design Services Agreement of 
April 15, 2013 

  
    



























 
King Park Project Details 
Preston Jackson 
 
Fabrication Schedule 
 
July-August  Begin stainless steel fabrication and wax modeling for bronze. 
 
Mid August Complete waxes for casting by foundry, continue stainless steel 

fabrication. Photographs of the project will be provided; visits to 
the studio to view progress are invited. 

 
September   Waxes to foundry for casting in bronze. 
 
November Complete fabrication, including fastening bronze reliefs to 

stainless sculpture. 
 
December    Delivery of completed piece to Urbana 
 
Installation 
A crane or similar device will be required to place the sculpture. Installation will be 
done by bolting the piece to the prepared concrete pad with one-inch stainless steel 
expansion bolts as shown in the attached drawings.  
 
Maintenance Requirements 
 
The imagery of the piece will be depicted in stainless steel and cast silicon bronze, 
both highly durable, low-maintenance materials. The stainless steel portions require 
only periodic cleaning with plain water or water with mild soap to remove surface 
grime.   
 
For this piece, I will use a medium patina for the bronze, which would be most weather-
resistant, which will allow the piece to develop a natural greenish-black patination. The 
only maintenance required for the bronze is the application of paste wax every 5-10 
years. 
 
 

 



Preston Jackson 
 

PROPOSED BUDGET 
City of Urbana King Park Project 

 
Sculpture Dimensions: 

 12’ height   by   6’ length   by   4’ depth 
Cast Bronze & Stainless Steel 

 
 
Artist’s Fee, Modeling, Armature Fabrication             $  14,500.  
 
Foundry Casting, Including Materials and Patination      $  20,000. 
 
Stainless Steel Material and Welding Supplies          $  8,000. 
 
Stainless Cutting, Welding and Fitting         $  15,000. 
 
Administrative Services, Insurance, Research & Project 
Coordination                 $   3,000. 
 
Wax and other Materials                        $   2,500. 
 
Studio Labor                 $   2,000. 
 
Transportation to Foundry and Delivery to Site        $   4,000. 
 
Installation     N/A             ___0____ 
 
        TOTAL         $ 69,000. 
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ADDENDUM TO PUBLIC ART DESIGN SERVICES AGREEMENT 
OF APRIL 15TH, 2013. 

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Urbana, and Preston Jackson (hereinafter sometimes “Artist”) 

previously entered into an Agreement for Public Art Design Services on the 15th day of April, 

2013, which Agreement addressed the design phase for a new sculpture piece to be placed in 

Martin Luther King Park (hereafter “Agreement”), in which the services of Artist is described in 

more detail in the exhibit setting forth the sculpture services and deliver those attached to the 

Agreement, and 

 WHEREAS, paragraph 6 of the Agreement provides that upon approval of the final 

design by the Director of Community Development Services, the parties shall negotiate an 

addendum to address commissioning the fabrication of the final design art work in which to 

reduce their Agreement to writing. 

 NOW THEREFORE IT IS AGREED between the parties as follows: 

 1. Artwork.  Artist shall perform all work necessary to fabricate a steel and bronze 

sculpture piece in accordance with the specifications set forth in Attachment A to the Addendum. 

 2.  Artist shall deliver the finished sculpture to the City at the location in Urbana, 

Illinois, designated by the City. 

 3. Payment. The City shall pay the sum of $69,000.00 to the Artist for the art work 
pursuant to the following schedule:   
 
a.           $ 23,000.00 upon signing of the Agreement.  The Artist shall commence work on the    
  Artwork immediately upon receipt of the first payment. 
 
b.          $ 23,000.00 upon approval by the Director of Community Development Services of the    

completed wax pattern of the cast bronze portion of the monument of the proposed piece 
by the City, which shall be accomplished in time sufficient for the Artist to complete the 
Artwork as scheduled. 

 
c.          $ 23,000.00 upon Artist’s delivery of the Artwork to the City. 
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 4. The parties acknowledge that the funding for this project is from Tax Increment 

Financing (TIF).  The TIF funding source is no longer available after December 31, 2013.  In the 

unlikely event that, for any reason it appears likely that the sculpture piece will not be delivered 

by December 31, 2013, as provided for herein, the Mayor of the City of Urbana is authorized to 

negotiate and agree to any amendments needed to complete the project. 

 5. Warranty. The Artist warrants that the Artwork shall be a unique and original 

product of the Artist’s creative efforts, that there will be only one edition except as specified 

herein or by other written Agreement of the Parties, and that the Artwork has not been accepted 

for sale elsewhere. 

 6.  Transfer of Title. The Artist agrees to transfer all right, title and interest in the 

artwork to the City, or its assignee upon receipt of the final payment as provided above.  

However, the Artist shall retain the right to produce photographs of the artwork for any 

legitimate purpose. 

 7.  Since this is an Addendum to the Agreement, other than in any regard that this 

Addendum specifically and expressly changes or amends any other terms of the Agreement, all 

of the rights, obligations of the parties set forth in the Agreement shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS   ARTIST 
 
 
By:       By: ________________________________ 
 Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor          Preston Jackson 
 
Dated: ______________________________  Dated: ______________________________ 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
       
 Phyllis D. Clark, City Clerk 
 
Dated: ______________________________ 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

ATTACHMENT A: KING PARK PUBLIC ART FINAL DESIGN 
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