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                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

Economic Development Division 
 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
TO:   Urbana Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:  Christina McClelland, Public Arts Coordinator  
 
DATE:  February 6, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: King Park Public Art Project Update 
 
Background 
On June 12, 2012, based on the recommendation of the King Park Public Art Project Selection 
Committee, the Urbana Public Arts Commission selected Cambridge, Massachusetts-based artist 
Douglas Kornfeld to create a permanent public art piece to commemorate the life and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Urbana’s King Park. A Public Art Design Services Agreement 
with Mr. Kornfeld was approved by the Commission at the August 14, 2012 meeting and 
approved by City Council at their August 20, 2012 meeting. Following the approval and 
execution of this agreement by both parties, Mr. Kornfeld made an initial visit to Urbana from 
September 17-21, 2012, where he met with and presented his work to stakeholders, attended two 
community meetings, and visited the park and school sites. Following this trip, Mr. Kornfeld 
presented a preliminary concept, “Dreamers,” on November 2 to the selection committee, 
comprised of the Public Arts Commission King Park subcommittee, City staff, Urbana Park 
District staff, a representative from the Urbana Park District Board, City Councilman Robert 
Lewis, a representative from 40 North| 88 West, and a representative from the King Park 
neighborhood. Principal Jennifer Ivory-Tatum of King School was unable to attend but sent 
comments via e-mail. After this presentation, the committee deliberated and came to the 
conclusion that there were some issues with the concept and that it did not reflect the spirit of Dr. 
King that the committee intended the project to celebrate. Upon receiving the committee’s 
feedback, Mr. Kornfeld agreed to assemble a reworked concept for review.  
  
Discussion 
On January 7, staff was contacted by artist Douglas Kornfeld, who indicated that rather than 
submitting a new or reworked concept, he was resubmitting the original “Dreamers” concept 
(Exhibit A) that the committee had asked to be changed. The artist said that he would like to 
resubmit this design for approval by the committee and Commission or withdraw from the 
project. He also submitted the following video explaining his thoughts on the project, which can 
be viewed at http://youtu.be/zLaEIhbc_a4. Following this conversation, staff notified the 
selection committee of this new project development and assembled a meeting to determine how 
to best move forward. On January 22 the selection committee and representatives from the King 
Park neighborhood met to discuss how to move forward. They watched the response video Mr. 

http://youtu.be/zLaEIhbc_a4
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Kornfeld sent and discussed several options for the King Park project, including accepting the 
“Dreamers” concept from Mr. Kornfeld, returning to the three other finalists who were 
interviewed during the selection phase of the project, or working with a new artist. 
 
It was the unanimous conclusion of the committee to not accept Mr. Kornfeld’s “Dreamers” 
design that they had initially rejected. The group had the same criticisms and felt it was not an 
appropriate concept for the project. The committee’s recommendation for moving forward was 
to contact the three other finalists who were interviewed from the original project RFQ selection 
process to gauge their interest. The three other finalists from the project were Chris Fennell, 
Aaron Hussey, and Preston Jackson.  
 
When Doug Kornfeld entered into a Public Art Design Services Agreement (Exhibit C) with the 
City on September 18, 2012, he received a fee of $5,000 to cover expenses and design fees 
associated with producing a design for public art in King Park. As Mr. Kornfeld has not fulfilled 
the obligations outlined in this agreement, City staff has been negotiating with Mr. Kornfeld to 
determine what portion of the $5,000 fee should be returned to the City. The attached Mutual 
Release (Exhibit D) outlines the termination of the Public Art Design Services Agreement and 
will release both parties of any obligations outlined in that agreement. 
 
Staff contacted the project finalists and received responses from all three. Chris Fennell indicated 
that his schedule would not allow for completion of the project by December 31, 2013. Both 
Preston Jackson and Aaron Hussey responded with interest, saying they could produce a large, 
gateway piece within the budget of $45,000 by December 31, 2013 that would be a prominent 
addition to the auto-centric corridor of Lincoln Avenue. Staff was sure to reiterate the project 
limitations related to the use of Dr. King's image and quotes and both artists assured staff that 
this would not be a problem. 
 
Preston Jackson ranked very highly with the selection committee during the interview round of 
the original selection process in May 2012. However, he primarily works in bronze, an expensive 
material, so the committee was concerned about whether he could produce a high-profile piece 
within the project budget. During the January 22 meeting, Mr. Jackson emerged as the 
committee's preferred choice among the remaining three finalists. Communications between Mr. 
Jackson and staff also revealed that his approach to working within the $45,000 project budget 
would be to work primarily in stainless steel with some bronze elements.  He recommended this 
material because it would weather well and allow for a large piece within the project budget. 
Because Mr. Jackson is based in Peoria, IL, it would be easy and cost-effective for him to make 
necessary trips to Urbana. Mr. Jackson is an accomplished artist who has produced many public 
art pieces in Illinois and taught at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Bradley University, 
and Millikin University. His work has particularly dealt with history and the African-American 
experience (Exhibit B.)  
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Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the termination of the Public Art Design 
Services Agreement with Douglas Kornfeld generally consistent with the attached Mutual 
Release. Staff also recommends the Commission approve Preston Jackson as the new selected 
artist to design a public art piece for King Park through a Public Art Design Services Agreement. 
Following negotiation with the artist, such an agreement will be presented to the Commission at 
a subsequent meeting.  
 
Attachments: Exhibit A:   “Dreamers” Public Art Concept 
 

Exhibit B:   Preston Jackson Application Materials and Images  
 
Exhibit C:  Public Art Design Services Agreement with Douglas Kornfeld 

   
    Exhibit D:        Mutual Release  
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MUTUAL RELEASE 
 

PARTIES:  City of Urbana, Illinois, a municipal corporation (“City”). 

  Douglas Kornfeld, personally and for AWAKA, LLC, (“Artist”). 

BACKGROUND:  The City and Artist entered into an agreement dated September 18, 2012 

(“Agreement”), for the Artist to design and, after the design offered by Artist was approved by 

City, the performance of further such further steps as indicated in the agreement. At the request 

of Artist, the parties subsequently agreed to a partial assignment of the agreement to AWAKA, 

LLC, a limited liability corporation wholly owned by Douglas Kornfeld. 

 The design offered by Artist was not approved by the selection committee of City staff, 

Public Arts Commission representatives, Urbana Park District staff and board members, 

community stakeholders, and project personnel and Artist is unwilling to explore changes to the 

design he offered and thus the parties now agree that they should enter into a mutual release of 

all obligations of the parties respectively, subject to the return to the City of $______ by Artist, 

which amount is the amount the parties have agreed is a fair apportionment of the $5,000.00 paid 

to Artist upon execution of the Agreement for Artist’s out-of-pocket expenses and 

compensations for performing the contract.   

 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual release of all obligations to each 

other under the agreement (subject to the payment of $_______ as provided in paragraph 2 

below), the parties agree as follows: 

1. The parties waive all of their rights and obligations regarding termination set forth in 

paragraph 16 (Termination) of the Agreement and expressly agree that the Mutual 

Release set forth herein is a fully satisfactory method of proceeding to terminate the 

Agreement.   



2. Artist shall, within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Agreement, remit to 

City $______ representing the agreed amount of the $5,000.00 paid to Artist under 

the Agreement. 

3. Artist agrees that retaining $______ of the $5,000.00 paid to him for his efforts to 

create and present a design is full and complete compensation to him for his efforts. 

4. The effective date of this Agreement is the date set forth in the line immediately 

below the signature of Douglas Kornfeld accepting this Mutual Release Agreement. 

 
CITY OF URBANA      ARTIST 
 
By:  _____________________    By: _____________________ 
  MAYOR           DOUGLAS KORNFELD,  
                           personally and for AWAKA, LLC. 
 
Date:  ___________________    Date: ___________________ 
        
       
                           
 
ATTEST: 
 
  ________________________________ 
 CITY CLERK 
 
Date: ________________________________________ 
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