
URBANA HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

December 14, 2011 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Frances Rigberg Baker, Daniel Larson, Lisa Mosley, Peter Resnick, 

Eric Smith 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  Carol Bradford, Rita Haber, Aisha Lamb Sobh, Rizwan Uddin 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Todd Rent 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 

Chair Larson called the meeting of the Urbana Human Relations Commission to order at 

5:42 p.m.  Roll was taken and a quorum was present.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chair Larson made a motion that the following addition be made to the agenda under the 

heading of New Business:  Ban the Box Initiative.  With no objections, these items were 

added to the agenda. 

 

Ms. Mosley made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Smith seconded the 

motion.  Chair Larson called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the November 9, 2011 meeting were reviewed.  Ms. Mosley made a 

motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  Chair 

Larson called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

The community group Citizens with Conviction was introduced by its president, Aaron 

Ammons.  Mr. Ammons explained that Citizens with Conviction is an advocacy group for 

formerly incarcerated persons.  Following Mr. Ammons’s introduction, the following 

group members and audience members addressed the Commission with regards to the 

Ban the Box Initiative and/or their own personal experiences with employment and 

applying for the same when one has a felony conviction on one’s record: 

 

 James Kilgore 

 Shanna Maguire 

 Gregory Hayes, Jr., Vice President, Citizens with Conviction 

 Leon McGee 

 Michael Lopez 
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 Eric McHolmes 

 Martel Miller 

 Ivon Ridgeway, Sr. 

 Carol Ammons 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. UC2B Update 

 

Mr. Rent gave a brief update to the Commission on the status of the UC2B 

project.  Commissioner questions were addressed by Mr. Rent and Mr. Resnick 

and a brief general discussion regarding UC2B ensued. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Ban the Box Initiative  

 

Comments from each Commissioner were heard and questions from the same 

were addressed by Mr. Ammons.  Staff comments were heard.  By general 

consensus, the Commission was in support of partnering with Citizens with 

Conviction to promote the Ban the Box Initiative.  An example of a Ban the Box 

ordinance was provided by Citizens with Conviction (see attachment).  The 

Commission also asked staff for further clarification on such an ordinance from 

the Legal Division. 

 

VII. STAFF REPORT 

 

 A.  Approval of EEO Workforce Statistics 

 

The EEO Workforce Statistics were reviewed for the following: 

 

 Champaign Telephone Company 

o Recommend 1 year 

 

Ms. Rigberg Baker made a motion that the Commission approve Champaign 

Telephone Company for one year.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.   Chair 

Larson called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

B. HRO Activity Report 

  

Mr. Rent reviewed the monthly activity report with the Commission, addressing 

Commission comments and questions during the course of his review. 

 

C. Budget Report 

  

Mr. Rent presented the monthly budget report to the Commission.  The budget 

report was unchanged from the November 9, 2011 meeting. 
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VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 A.  MLK Update and Annoucement 

 

Mr. Rent announced that the award recipients for the 2012 Doris Hoskins Prestigious 

Community Service Award, the James R. Burgess, Jr. – Susan Freiburg Humanitarian 

Award, and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Outstanding Achievement Award had been 

chosen.  Further, Mr. Rent announced that the 11
th

 Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Countywide Celebration would take place on Friday, January 13, 2012, from 4:00 to 

6:00 p.m., at the Hilton Garden Inn in Champaign. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Chair Larson declared 

the meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Tony Weck 

Recording Secretary 
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