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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 
Planning Division 

 
m e m o r a n d u m 

 
 

TO:   The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:  Rebecca Bird, Planner I 
 
DATE:  April 29, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: 209 South Broadway Avenue (Urbana-Lincoln Hotel): Public hearing for a 

historic landmark application, Case No. HP 2010-L-01 
 
 
 

Introduction  
 
Historic Preservation Case No. HP2010-L-01 is an application by Brian Adams to designate the property 
at 209 South Broadway Avenue (referred to as the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel) as a local historic landmark. 
Equity Asset Investments, LLC is the property owner. Equity Asset Investments, LLC is managed by 
Marine Bank Springfield. Marine Bank is also the sole member of Equity Asset Investments, LLC. 
 
At the Historic Preservation Commission meeting on April 7, 2010, the Commission made a preliminary 
determination that the property qualified for designation as a local landmark under the following criteria 
(Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance):   
 

a) Significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, educational, 
ethnic, political or social heritage of the nation, state, or community; 

 
b) Associated with an important person or event in national, state or local history; 

 
c) Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently valuable 

for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials and which retains a high degree of integrity; 

 
d) Notable work of a master builder, designer, architect or artist whose individual genius has 

influenced an area; and 
 

e) Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique 
location or physical characteristics. 

 
The Historic Preservation Ordinance requires that the Commission hold a public hearing within 45 days 
of the preliminary determination. According to the ordinance, if an application is submitted by someone 
other than the property owner and the owner has submitted a Registered Preference against the 
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nomination, the Historic Preservation Commission shall make a recommendation to approve or deny 
said application to the Urbana City Council by a majority of the Commissioners then holding office. The 
property owner submitted a letter of opposition to the nomination on April 5, 2010 as well as a revision 
to the opposition letter. (Copy attached.) City staff anticipates receiving a formal protest against the 
nomination from the property owner. The Historic Preservation Commission will hold a public hearing 
regarding the nomination on May 5, 2010. The Commission then has 60 days to make a 
recommendation to the Urbana City Council.   
 
Should the application for designation as a local landmark be approved, the owners would be required to 
obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission for future exterior 
changes to the property, including any demolition. 
 
 
Background  
 
History of the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel 
 
A group of prominent Urbana citizens formed a corporation in 1921 to build a new hotel in downtown 
Urbana. In 1922, the northeast corner of Broadway Avenue and Green Street was chosen as the location 
and prominent local architect Joseph Royer designed a Tudor Revival hotel for the site. Construction 
began later that year and the new hotel, the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel, opened to the public in early 1924. In 
1964, Lincoln Square Mall, the nation’s second indoor shopping mall, was built adjacent to the hotel, 
enclosing the main entrance on the south façade. The hotel was bought by James Jumer in 1976. In 
1982, an addition was built on the north side of the original hotel. The addition included a ballroom, a 
swimming pool, conference rooms and nearly 70 guest rooms. The mall and hotel were listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2006 as having national significance. 
 
2008 Landmark Nomination 
 
In 2008, the City received an application to designate the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel as a local historic 
landmark (Case No. HP 08-L-01). The Historic Preservation Commission made a preliminary 
determination that the property qualified for designation as a local landmark. Following a public hearing 
on May 7, 2008, the Historic Preservation Commission voted six ayes and zero nays to recommend to 
the Urbana City Council that the hotel be designated as a local historic landmark. On June 2, 2008, the 
Urbana City Council voted against designation (1-aye: 4-nays).  In making this decision, the Urbana 
City Council was responding to the concern of the then property owner on the basis that it would 
interfere with that company’s efforts to secure financing and a national brand for the property. 
 
Current Landmark Nomination 
 
Based on his submitted research and documentation in terms of the criteria for designation, the applicant 
states that the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel: 

 
• Has significant value as part of the architectural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, 

educational, ethnic, political or social heritage of the nation, state, or community;  
• Is associated with an important person or event in national, state, or local history;  



 
 

 3

• Is representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type inherently 
valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction, or use of 
indigenous materials and which retains a high degree of integrity; 

• Is a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, or artist whose individual genius 
has influenced an area;  

• Is identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature owing to its unique location or 
physical characteristics; and 

• Has character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but 
not limited to, farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial structures with a high level of 
integrity or architectural significance. 

 
For detailed documentation on the property’s history and significance, please refer to the attached 
application.  
 
Urbana-Lincoln Hotel’s Role in Downtown Urbana  
 
The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel plays an important economic role for Urbana’s downtown. In 2002, the City 
of Urbana adopted the Downtown Strategic Plan with the goal of making Urbana’s downtown 
successful. Revitalizing Lincoln Square Mall and the attached Urbana-Lincoln Hotel are identified as 
important to this success. In 2004, the Urbana City Council adopted an amendment to Downtown Tax 
Increment Finance District No. 1 in which revitalization of the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel was specifically 
identified as a project for private development assistance (Downtown Tax Increment Finance District #1 
Plan Amendment, page 13). The plan amendment identifies age, the hotel building being functionally 
obsolete, and depreciation of physical maintenance of the building as deficiencies of the Urbana-Lincoln 
Hotel (page 11). In their 2010 City Council Goals, the Urbana City Council identified restoring the 
property as a viable hotel and conference center while respecting its historic character as an important 
strategy for creating a vibrant, innovative downtown (2010 City Council Goals, goal 4, strategy F, page 
4). If designating the property as a local landmark would prohibit Marine Bank from finding an 
appropriate buyer for the hotel, then designation could be viewed as countering existing City policies for 
downtown revitalization.    
 
 
Discussion 
 
At the April 7, 2010 Historic Preservation Commission meeting, the Commission’s task was to 
determine whether or not the property qualifies for designation as a local historic landmark. At the May 
5, 2010 meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission should consider making a recommendation to 
the Urbana City Council as to whether or not the property should be designated.  
 
Based on the application and the March 30, 2010 City staff memo, the Historic Preservation 
Commission on April 7, 2010 made the following preliminary determinations based on the criteria for 
designation provided in Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance.  
 

First, the property is significant in terms of history. The hotel has significant value as part of 
the community’s heritage. Since its opening in 1924, the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel has been a 
prominent role in the Urbana’s commercial history and is listed in the National Register of 
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Historic Places. The property is associated with people important in Urbana’s history. The 
building’s architect, Joseph W. Royer, was one of Urbana’s most prominent and prolific early 
architects. Local buildings designed by Royer include the Champaign County Courthouse, the 
Urbana High School, the Urbana Free Library, and the Urbana Post Office. The City of Urbana 
recently created the Joseph W. Royer Arts and Architecture District to commemorate Royer’s 
historic and architectural heritage. Also the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel has a commemorative 
association with Abraham Lincoln who for more than twenty years worked in Urbana as a 
visiting attorney and who sometimes stayed at a hotel originally on the site of the Urbana-
Lincoln Hotel. 
 
Second, the property is significant in terms of architecture. The Tudor Revival architectural 
style is one of the period revival styles popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The 
building is valuable for the study of a period, style, and craftsmanship. Despite exterior additions 
being made since its construction, the building retains a sufficient integrity to convey its historic 
character. The building is also an identifiable and familiar visual feature in the community owing 
to its physical characteristics and its unique location in the heart of downtown Urbana. 

 
Again, the Historic Preservation Commission’s task is now to recommend to the City Council whether 
or not the property should be designated as a local historic landmark. In doing so, the Historic 
Preservation Commission may take into consideration factors beyond whether or not the property 
qualifies, such as testimony and evidence given at the public hearing.  
 
One issue for consideration is any effect designation might have on the financial viability of the 
property. Given that historic buildings must have a viable use in order to be maintained, being 
financially successful is necessary for the building’s long-term survival. According to Marine Bank, the 
sole member of Equity Asset Investments, LLC, they have had a relationship with the subject property 
since the 1990s. During this time, Marine Bank held a mortgage on the property. Marine Bank has had 
to file foreclosure on the property twice, and once had to take over the property due to bankruptcy of the 
then owner.  
 
Marine Bank has been trying to sell the property since it took ownership using various means including 
hotel brokers. City staff have worked with Marine Bank to put together a package of incentives for a 
potential buyer. The incentive package could include a significant public investment in the property 
using tax increment financing money. In order to take advantage of the incentive package, the property 
owner would have to enter into a development agreement with the City. The development agreement 
could include provisions for the protection of the building. Historic preservation incentives for a 
potential buyer include the Federal historic preservation tax credit program which could provide a 20% 
tax credit for a substantial rehabilitation of the property. As the building is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, it is eligible for this tax credit. To qualify for the tax credit, the property 
owner would have to rehabilitate the building in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
“Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.” More information 
on the Federal tax credit can be found at http://www.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/index.htm. Additionally, if the 
building is designated as a local landmark, all building permit fees would be waived by the City under 
the City’s historic preservation building permit fee waiver program. For a substantial rehabilitation, this 
could amount to thousands of dollars. 
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In addition to the April 5, 2010 letter of opposition from the property owner and the subsequent revision 
to the letter, Marine Bank has indicated that they will submit a second opposition letter prior to the May 
5, 2010 Historic Preservation Commission meeting. 
 
 
Summary of Findings 
 
The recommended statement of findings based on the application and Staff analysis are as follows: 
 

1. Section XII-5.F.2.a of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance provides the City of Urbana the authority to 
designate local landmarks and historic districts with the stated purpose to promote the educational, 
cultural, economic and general welfare of the community. 

 
2. The City of Urbana on February 16, 2010 received a complete application to designate the 

property located at 209 South Broadway Avenue as a local landmark.  
 

3. The property owner sent a letter of opposition to the nomination on April 5, 2010. 
 

4. On April 7, 2010, the Historic Preservation Commission made a preliminary determination that the 
subject property qualified for designation as a local landmark under criteria a, b, c, d, and e 
(Section XII-5.C of the Urbana Zoning Ordinance). 

 
5. On April 23, 2010, the property owner sent a revised letter of opposition. 

 
6. The property located at 209 South Broadway Avenue and known as the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel was 

constructed in 1923 in the Tudor Revival architectural style. 
 

7. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel has significant value as part of the architectural, civic, cultural, 
economic, political, and social heritage of the community. The hotel has been a downtown 
landmark since its opening in 1924. Additionally, the building is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places based on its architectural and commercial significance. Being such a prominent 
building in the heart of the City, it has been considered architecturally significant throughout its 
history. 

 
8. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is associated with important people in national, state, and local history.  

The hotel was designed by Joseph W. Royer, prominent local architect. The hotel is also a 
symbolic link to Abraham Lincoln’s tenure as a lawyer in Urbana.   

 
9. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is representative of the distinguishing characteristics of the Tudor 

Revival architectural style inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, and 
method of construction and retains sufficient integrity to well convey a sense of time and place.  
The Tudor Revival architectural style is one of the period revival styles popular in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Later changes have not appreciably inhibited the public’s ability to perceive 
the property’s historic character, and the property retains a sufficient degree of integrity.  

 
10. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is a notable work of a master architect whose individual genius has 
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influenced an area. The hotel was designed by Joseph William Royer, Urbana’s most prominent 
architect. Local buildings designed by Royer include the Champaign County Courthouse, the 
Urbana High School, the Urbana Free Library, and the Urbana Post Office. The City of Urbana 
recently created the Joseph W. Royer Arts and Architecture District to commemorate Royer’s 
historic and architectural heritage. Moreover, two of the City’s historic landmarks are Royer 
buildings and the City has a Royer Historic District. 

 
11. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is an identifiable and familiar visual feature in the community owing to 

its physical characteristics and its unique location in the heart of downtown Urbana.   
 
12. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is not a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure. 

 
13. The Urbana-Lincoln Hotel is not known to be located in an area that has yielded, or may be likely 

to yield, information important in history or prehistory. 
 

14.  In their 2010 City Council Goals, the Urbana City Council identified restoring the property as a 
viable hotel and conference center while respecting its historic character as an important strategy 
for creating a vibrant, innovative downtown (2010 City Council Goals, goal 4, strategy F, page 4). 

 
 
Options 
 
In making a recommendation to City Council in Case No. HP 2010-L-01, the Historic Preservation 
Commission may:   
 

1) Recommend that the application be approved; or  
 
2) Recommend that the application be denied.  

 
The Commission’s recommendation shall be forwarded, along with a summary of the evidence 
presented at the hearing and setting forth findings, to the City Council. The City Council is expected to 
consider the Commission’s recommendation at their May 17, 2010 meeting. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission determined on April 7, 2010 that the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel 
qualifies for designation as a local landmark based on criteria a, b, c, d, and e of Section XII-5.C of the 
Urbana Zoning Ordinance. Staff concurs with this determination. Based on the March 30, 2010 
memorandum to the Historic Preservation Commission, as well as the application and the findings 
provided in this memorandum, staff continues to support landmark designation of the hotel on a 
technical basis only.    

However, the Urbana Mayor and City Council have a clear direction to staff that re-occupancy of the 
Historic Lincoln Hotel is a top priority policy for the city.  Staff is currently working with a potential 
purchaser of the property who is looking to own and operate it as an independent boutique hotel and 
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conference center.  This potential purchaser is currently undertaking a due diligence process in 
evaluating the property.  Due to the current condition of the property, the City of Urbana would need to 
be a major financial partner in the proposed renovation via tax increment finance funds.   Until the 
specific needs and concerns of this purchaser with respect to historic preservation can be determined, 
staff cannot  yield a final recommendation regarding the historic landmark designation of the property.  
It will be important for the City Council to be able to assess the proposed designation in concert with the 
anticipated redevelopment agreement over the next few months and to make a decision that is in the best 
overall interests of the City. 

Therefore, staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission complete its review and 
recommendation within the required time period and forward the case to the City Council for further 
evaluation and a final determination.   
 
 
 
cc: Mike Gillespie, Marine Bank Springfield, 3120 Robbins Rd, Springfield, IL 62704 
 Dan Lanterman, Marine Bank Springfield, dlanterman@ibankmarine.com 
 Brian Adams, 412 W Elm St., Urbana, IL 61801 
 
Attachments:  
 Exhibit A: Application including photographs and maps 
 Exhibit B: Photographs of Urbana-Lincoln Hotel 
 Exhibit C: Property owner letter  

Exhibit D: Royer Brochure 
 







































Exhibit B: Photographs of the Urbana-Lincoln Hotel, 209 S. Broadway Ave 
 
1. West Façade 

 
Main entrance to the hotel. 
   
 

 
Another view of west façade  

Part of original 1923 hotel 
Part of 1980s addition 



 
2. North Façade  

 
North façade, nearly entirely 1980s addition 
 

 
Another view of north façade, with some of the 1923 building visible

Part of original 1923 hotel 



3. East Façade  

 
East façade, 1964 Lincoln Square Mall entrance with original 1923 hotel visible above 
 

 
Close up of original 1923 building, east façade  
 
 
 



4. South Façade 

 
South façade, 1923 hotel, visible above 1964 Lincoln Square Mall addition 
 

         
Another view of south façade                         Another view of south facade 
 
 

Original main entrance to hotel 
below 

















Brochure designed by Dennis Roberts and Ilona Matkovszki

The Gus Freeman House, 504 West Elm Street, West UrbanaThe Mary Lloyd House, 210 South Grove Street, East Urbana

In the Heart of Old Urbana

he Joseph W. Royer Arts and Architecture 
District is the first district of the city of Urbana 

dedicated to the arts and the celebration of the 
city’s historic and architectural heritage. The district 
coincides with the oldest part of Urbana—its historic 
downtown and the immediately adjacent residential 
neighborhoods—and it contains the greatest 
concentration of historically and architecturally 
significant buildings in town. The district was 
named after Urbana architect Joseph W. Royer in 
recognition of his exceptional contributions to the 
city’s architectural heritage.

The district’s architectural character is defined 
by Royer’s masterfully designed buildings. He 
prepared designs for nineteen known buildings 
within the district. Among these are five major 
public buildings—the Champaign County 
Courthouse, the Sheriff’s Residence and Jail, the 
Urbana Free Library, the former Post Office on 
Race Street, and the Illinois Theater. Royer also 
designed five business buildings—the Cohen, 
Knowlton & Bennett, Flatiron and Fox buildings, 
and the Urbana Lincoln Hotel—as well as new 
façades for three existing downtown buildings—
Tiernan’s Block, Knights of Pythias, and Eubeling 
buildings. In the adjacent residential neighborhoods 
he designed the Freeman House, the Lloyd House, and 
the McWilliams House, and three churches—Canaan 
Baptist Church (the former Christian Church), the 
Unitarian Universalist Church, and the original First 
Presbyterian Church of Urbana. 

Royer not only designed buildings in this area, but 
he also lived here. After his marriage in 1902, he and 
his wife resided first on West Green Street, followed 
by 218 West Main Street (where Royer also had an 
office) and 604 West Elm Street. Their permanent 
home at 801 West Oregon Street and his mother-in-
law’s cottage next to it—both designed by Royer—
are designated an Urbana historic district. 

In addition to the buildings designed by Royer, the 
district also contains most of Urbana’s designated 
landmark buildings outside the university campus 
area, as well as several buildings designed by 
other noted Urbana architects. Most important 
among these are Rudolph Z. Gill, a contemporary 
of Royer, and Nathan C. Ricker, responsible for the 
early development of the Architecture program 
at the University of Illinois and the first person to 
receive an American degree from a U.S. school of 
architecture (at Illinois). 

(1873–1954)

     A native of Urbana, Joseph W. Royer was the city’s 
premier architect between the late nineteenth and 
mid-twentieth centuries. Born in 1873, he graduated 
from the University of Illinois in 1895 with a degree 
in civil engineering. In 1898 he became city engineer 
of Urbana and remained in that position until 1906. 
Following his employment as Urbana’s city engineer, 
Royer established his own architectural firm in about 
1906. His office was located in the Flatiron Building on 
Main Street, which he designed in 1905. The building 
burned down in 1948, destroying Royer’s architectural 
plans of a lifetime.

     Royer’s earliest known building designs in Urbana 
date from 1898, including the Lloyd House in East 
Urbana. His earliest known public building in Urbana is 
the Champaign County Courthouse, which he designed 
in 1900, at the age of twenty-seven. This project brought 
him instant local fame and prestige and launched 
him on a highly successful career. Royer and his firm 
also designed a large number of buildings outside of 
Urbana; they were particularly well-known for their 
period revival high schools and county courthouses 
across the state. 

Joseph Royer lived out his long life as a member 
of a very creative family. His wife, Adelaide Danely, a 
graduate of Northwestern University, Chicago, was a 
poet, writer, and interior designer. She collaborated 
with him in this capacity on several projects. She is well 
known as the author of the Fairy Book, a children’s 
book featuring her mother’s cottage (designed by 
Royer) and the surrounding gardens as the realm 
of fairies. The book was illustrated by her sister, Nell 
Danely Brooker Mayhew, a nationally known painter. 
Adelaide’s brother, Arthur, who lived next door to the 
Royers, was also an architect and worked for years as 
Royer’s partner. drím 

design

The activity which is the subject of this brochure has 

been financed in part with Federal funds from the 

Department of the Interior, administered by the 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. However, the 

contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the 

views or policies of the Department of the Interior 

or the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, nor does 
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Fax: 217-384-2367

www.city.urbana.il.us



1. Freeman House, 1902–03
504 West Elm Street

This elegant two-story Classical 
Revival style residence was built 
for Gus Freeman, an early Urbana 
railroad engineer and later 
founder and owner of the Princess 
Theatre, the city’s first permanent 
movie theater. His wife, Alice Jane 
Busey, was the daughter of 
Simeon H. Busey, co-founder 

of Busey Bank, and granddaughter of Matthew W. Busey, an early 
Urbana pioneer and one of the city’s founders. The building was 
designated a local landmark in June 2007.

2.  Canaan Baptist Church, 1909–10
     402 West Main Street

Built as the second sanctuary  
of the Christian Church, this 
building has been home to 
Canaan Baptist Church since 1978.  
Built of concrete blocks locally 
manufactured by the Somers 
brothers, the church is one of 
Urbana’s earliest all-concrete 
structures, including the exterior 
details and ornaments. The building has ninety-six windows, all 
leaded stained glass, except the basement windows.

3.  Illinois Theater (Opera House), 1907–08
312 West Springfield Avenue
(Destroyed by fire)

This four-story brick structure 
was built by a group of Urbana 
stockholders on land donated by 
the Flatiron Building Association. 
Construction began in early June 
1907, and the new theater was 
formally opened on March 3, 

1908. Local and nationally known artists such as Enrico Caruso, Al 
Jolson, Jenny Lind, and Sarah Bernhardt performed in the theater. 
From 1923 the building was owned by the Zenith Amusement 
Company, a Ku Klux Klan organization, which used it primarily for 
Klan activities. On April 3, 1927, the theater burned down.  The 
walls survived, and the “Tuscany” Apartments were built in the 
burned-out shell.

4.  Flatiron Building, 1905-06
     301 West Main Street  

(Destroyed by fire)
This four-story brick building was 
inspired by its namesake in New York 
City, a twenty-one-story skyscraper, 
then the world’s tallest building, 
designed by Chicago architect Daniel 
Burnham in 1902. Construction of the 
Urbana building required infilling 
and draining the “Flatiron swamp” 
and re-routing the Boneyard Creek. 
The building site was staked out 
on March  1, 1906, by Royer, and by 
August, occupants were moving in. The building originally housed 
the Flatiron Department Store in the basement and on the first two 
stories. Royer’s architecture offices and law offices were on the third 
story, and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge was 
on the top story. The building burned down on March 11, 1948.

5.  Fox Building, 1898
    220 West Main Street
This single-story brick building is the oldest 
known business building designed by Royer 
in Urbana. The building was commissioned 
by Samuel C. Fox, a funeral home owner and 
Mayor of Urbana (1899–1901 and 1905–07) 
to house his funeral business.

                                       6.  Knights of Pythias Building, 1903
     212 West Main Street
In spring 1903, Royer was commissioned 
to design a new front for the Knights of 
Pythias Building, to be built of pressed 
brick and supported by the “latest steel 
front.” The updating also included 
extending the front to the façades of 
adjacent buildings and the installation 

of plate- glass windows and ventilated doors on the lower level. In 
recent years the façade has been extensively modernized.

7.  Cohen Building, 1907
     136 West Main Street
This two-story business block 
was built in 1907 by Nathan 
Cohen, an Urbana cigar 
manufacturer and avocational 
opera singer. The building 
housed Cohen’s cigar factory 
on the second story and the Urbana  Banking Company and a barber 
shop on the first  story. Built of red bricks with ivory-colored terra 
cotta decorative elements, the structure replaced an earlier building, 
built by Cohen in 1886. Nathan Cohen and his wife, Addie Bernstein, 
were both excellent singers and leading figures in Urbana’s music and 
theatrical life, and their home at 511 West Elm Street was a centerof 
music until the death of their musician son, Sol Cohen, in 1988. .

8.  Urbana Post Office, 1906
     106 North Race Street
Construction of the city’s former Post Office 
began on April 30, 1906. The Post Office 
was Urbana’s first structure built of concrete 
blocks, then a new building material. Its 
foundation was laid of bricks from the old 
Courier Building formerly at this location. 

Opened in late October 1906, the Post Office operated here until 

1914, when a new Post Office on Broadway opened. Its façade has 
been covered with a modern veneer, and the building now functions 
as the Rose Bowl Tavern, with apartments upstairs. 

9.  Knowlton & Bennett Building, 1926  
130 West Main Street 

This two-story brick building was erected 
in 1926 by George M. Bennett to house 
the Knowlton & Bennett Drug Store. The 
building was decorated with wire-cut buff 
bricks (later painted brown), terra cotta 
ornaments, and polychrome shields. A 
drugstore existed at this location for 100 
years, from 1871 - 1971. In 1885, Everett M. Knowlton took over the 
store and in 1887 he formed a partnership with his brother-in-law, 
George M. Bennett. Under their management the store became one 
of Urbana’s leading businesses, which stayed in operation until 1971. 

10.  Tiernan’s Block, 1914
115 West Main Street

The white-glazed terra cotta façade of this 
building was designed by Royer in 1914. The 
façade was superimposed on the Italianate 
style front of a three-story brick building built 
in 1871 by Frank Tiernan, Urbana businessman 
and founding member of the Urbana Public 
Library. The building originally housed Tiernan’s 
grocery store on the first story and Tiernan’s 

Hall, an early opera house, on the third story. The first reading room of 
the Urbana Public Library was also located in this building (1873–76). In 
1889, the building was bought by the Masons who used the third story 
as their lodge and converted the second story to a banquet hall. The 
building was designated a local landmark in February 2000.

11.   Eubeling Building, 1901      
       116 West Main Street  
This two-story Italianate brick building was 
built in the 1860s by Alexander Eubeling, a 
pioneer shoemaker and merchant, to house 
his business. In 1901 Royer was commissioned 
to redesign the storefront. The remodeling 
included “an up-to-date front and a handsome 
show window.” After Alexander Eubling’s 
retirement the store was managed by his son, 
Frederick E. Eubeling, who was also active in 
Urbana politics. In 1893, he sold the shoe store to Ninian A. Riley.

12.   Champaign County Courthouse, 1900–01
       101 East Main Street
The present courthouse, built on the original 
central city square of Urbana, is the city’s 
fifth courthouse. Construction began on 
May 1, 1900, with dedication on August 25, 
1901. Built of red sandstone and mottled 
red bricks, the building has a tile roof, and 
a front clock tower facing Main Street. Both 
the exterior and the interior were built in the 
Romanesque Revival style, with marble floors 
and wainscoting and elaborate frescoes in 
the interior spaces. The tower’s spire and 
belfry were repeatedly hit by lightning over the years, resulting in their 
removal and the present bastion-like tower. The recent addition on the 
east side of the building was completed in 2001–02.

13.   Sheriff’s Residence and Jail, 1905
       201 East Main Street

(Demolished)
Built as Urbana’s third jail building 
and sheriff’s residence, this two-story 
building stood on the east side of 
the Champaign County Courthouse. 
The structure was built of red bricks 
in Chateauesque style with a massive 
Romanesque Revival style front porch of 

brick columns and arches; its foundation was of Bedford limestone, 
and it had a tile roof. The building was demolished in 2000 for the 
expansion of the County Courthouse.

14.   Lloyd House, 1898
        210 South Grove Street
This Queen Anne style cottage is the earliest 
known building designed by Royer in Urbana. 
The house was built by Mrs. Mary Lloyd, 
former wife of George A. Lloyd, a railroad 
worker, and daughter of Alexander Spence, a 
pioneer Urbana businessman. In the 1990s, the 
Lloyd House functioned as an artists’ colony 
occcupied by University of Illinois graduate 
students.    

15.   Urbana Lincoln Hotel, 1923–24
        209 South Broadway Avenue

This Tudor Revival style five-story 
brick building was built by a group of 
Urbana investors. The hotel opened 
on January 30, 1924. In 1944, it 
was sold to Charles R. Webber, a 
Champaign  County Judge, and 
Gordon F. Kamerer, an Urbana 
businessman, co-developers of 
Lincoln Square Mall, which was 
added to the hotel’s southeast facing 

main façade in 1964. In 1965, the hotel was bought by Carson, Pirie, Scott, 
& Co., the mall’s developer, who sold it to James Jumer in 1975. Jumer 
added a banquet and convention center to the hotel’s north and east sides 
in 1983. In September 2006, Lincoln Square Mall, together with the 
Lincoln Hotel, were listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

16.   Urbana Free Library, 1917–18
        210 West Green Street
Founded in 1874, the Urbana 
public library did not have its own 
building until 1918. On January 2, 
1917, Mrs. Mary E. Busey offered 
a donation of $35,000 for the 
construction of the library as a 
memorial to her late husband, 
Samuel T. Busey, co-founder 

of Busey Bank. Built of Bedford limestone with front porch and 
balustrade, the library was dedicated on July 18, 1918. The building 
was expanded to the west in 1974  –75, and again in 2003–05.

17.  Unitarian Universalist Church, 1913–14
       309 W. Green Street
This English Gothic Revival style 
building was erected over the 
foundation of an earlier brick 
sanctuary built by a group of 
Universalists in 1870–71. The 1870 
cornerstone can still be seen in 
the north wall of the basement. 
The new church was constructed of Bedford stone with a slate 
roof and an Arts and Crafts interior. The original rosette window 
was replaced with stained glass imported from France. 

18.   First Presbyterian Church of Urbana, 1901-02
       602 West Green Street  

(Demolished)
This Romanesque Revival 
style church was built as the 
second sanctuary of the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Urbana. Royer was appointed 
architect and superintendent 

of construction on May 14, 1901, and the new church was 
dedicated on April 20, 1902. The church was built of red bricks 
with arched, limestone-framed windows and a bastion-like 
bell tower. The large arched windows under the gable were 
adorned with leaded glass. The church was demolished in 1963 
to be replaced by the present sanctuary.

19.   McWilliams House, 1901
       607 West Elm Street  
This elegant, Classical Revival style 
two-story residence was built for 
Miss Louise McWilliams (1860–
1951), a milliner. McWilliams 
opened her first shop in Urbana 
in the 1880s and worked as 
Champaign County’s best-known 
hat designer and store owner for 
over seventy years. Her store was located at 214 West Main Street 
in downtown Urbana. 

Joseph W. Royer Arts and Architecture District

Joseph W. Royer’s advertisement as architect in the 
1904 Urbana City Directory



From:                              David Kraft [kraftproperties@ameritech.net] 
Sent:                               Wednesday, April 28, 2010 11:10 AM 
To:                                   Bird, Rebecca 
Subject:                          HP‐2010‐L‐01 
  
Rebecca, 
 
My opinion has not changed since the 2008 application...see below.  Further, if the application is 
ultimately approved while the bank is the owner, it would not surprise me if the property is empty until 
demolition is the only option. 
 
I own a Champaign local landmark, and appreciate historic preservation...but this application is not 
currently in the best interest of the subject property. 
 
David Kraft 
  
----- Forwarded Message ---- 
From: David Kraft <kraftproperties@ameritech.net> 
To: acweck@city.urbana.il.us 
Sent: Sun, May 4, 2008 7:54:40 AM 
Subject: HP-2008-L-01 

Regarding the proposed historic landmark application for Historic Lincoln Hotel, the renovation of the 
hotel would better serve Urbana than the designation. 
 
David Kraft 
Urbana, IL 
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