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     DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 
Planning Division 

 
m e m o r a n d u m 

 
 

TO:   The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:  Rebecca Bird, Planner 
 
DATE:  May 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:  HP 2009-NRN-01: Request for review of National Register nomination for Alpha 

Gamma Delta Fraternity House at 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue  
 
 
Introduction  
 
Karen Lang Kummer and Christopher Enck of the Society for the Preservation of Greek Housing have 
nominated the Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House at 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue to the National 
Register of Historic Places. The City of Urbana, as a Certified Local Government, has been asked to 
review the application (attached) and comment on it’s eligibility for listing on the National Register. 
 
Background 
 
The National Register is the nation’s inventory of properties deemed worthy of preservation. It is part of 
a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect 
our historic and archeological resources. The National Register is maintained by the National Park 
Service. In Illinois, it is administered by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA). 
 
The National Register was developed to recognize historic places and those who contributed to our 
country’s heritage. These properties—whether districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects—are 
architecturally or archeologically significant, or historically significant for their associations with 
important persons or events. The National Register is designed to include properties of importance in 
every locality, not just great national landmarks. A general store, a community’s park, a main street, or 
the remains of a prehistoric Indian village may be just as eligible for inclusion in the National Register 
as Independence Hall or Gettysburg Battlefield. 
 
The National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, gives Certified Local Governments (CLG) a 
special role in reviewing and commenting on National Register nominations. If a nominated property 
lies within a CLG municipality, the local historic preservation commission is asked to evaluate the 
property and make a recommendation concerning its eligibility for the National Register to the State 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 
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Discussion 
 
This nomination is part of a Multiple Property Listing (MPL) for fraternity and sorority houses at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. A multiple property listing  is used to nominate a group of 
properties for National Register listing based on a common theme. The MPL document contains 
information common to the properties and gives a standard for the inclusion of properties within the 
listing. Individual properties within the MPL are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
There are currently 15 properties listed on the National Register as part of the fraternity and sorority 
houses MPL, including five in Urbana: 1102 S. Lincoln Avenue, 715 W. Michigan Avenue, 1110 and 
1202 W. Nevada Street, and 706 W. Ohio Street. 
 
According to Andrew Heckenkamp, the National Register Coordinator for Illinois, the property meets 
the requirements set forth in the Fraternity and Sorority Houses at the Urbana-Champaign Campus of 
the University of Illinois Multiple Property Document. Specifically, the property meets Criterion A for 
its association with education and Criterion C for its architecture. For further information on the 
building’s significance, see pages 13 – 33 of the nomination application. 
 
The Urbana Historic Preservation Commission and Mayor have the opportunity to review this 
application and comment on the eligibility of the Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House for the National 
Register. The Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council (ISHAC) will consider this nomination at their 
June 12, 2009 meeting in Springfield. Comments must be submitted prior to the IHSAC meeting. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
City staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission APPROVE the nomination of the 
Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House at 1106 S. Lincoln Avenue in its entirety. 
 
 
 
Attachments: NR Nomination Application for Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity House 
 
cc: Karen Kummer,1104 Devonshire Drive, Champaign IL 61821 
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