
 TRANSITIONAL HOUSING 
 
 
What is Transitional Housing for Homeless Families? 
 
It is a program to provide housing and support services to selected families who have 
been residents of one of the transitional housing programs or who are otherwise 
homeless.  Families live in the houses for between six months and two years while they 
work toward goals that will help them be more self-sufficient and provide for their own 
housing. 
 
Why Transitional Housing? 
 
The purpose is to break the pattern of homelessness within the population of homeless 
families with children, by providing life skills education and supportive relationships and 
services. 
 
How do families qualify for this program? 
 
They must be referred by other transitional housing programs, social service agencies, 
schools, or churches.  Families must be residents of Champaign County for at least 
three-six months.  They may submit an application when a vacancy occurs.  The 
program coordinator interviews the applicants and selects the family, based on their 
motivation, family size relative to the size of the house, and potential for successful 
completion of the program. 
 
How is the program run? 
 
The City of Urbana provides limited case management services to the residents.  The 
City of Urbana owns three of the houses; two additional houses have been provided 
privately, and the program can accommodate up to five families. 
 
How is it funded? 
 
It is funded primarily by the City of Urbana, through Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Public Service funds. 
 
How can private individuals help? 
 
They can donate articles to furnish the houses or provide volunteer time.  More 
information is available from the Grants Coordinator/Transitional Housing Program at 
217-328-8263. 
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