
 

                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 Economic Development Division 

 
m e m o r a n d u m 

 
TO:    Mayor Diane Wolfe Marlin and City Council 
 
FROM:   Sheila Dodd, Interim Community Development Services Director 
     Stepheny McMahon, Economic Development Supervisor 
 
DATE:   March 28, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

 

 
URBANA PARKING LOT 1 LICENSE AGREEMENT 
 
In early 2020 when the Covid pandemic and subsequent shut down limited opportunities for 
business to conduct business and earn revenue, members of city staff created a Private Use of Public 
Space (PUPS) committee to discuss creative ideas to help our local businesses. Several initiatives 
were rolled out including the elimination of fees for special event permits, free parking, installing 
four Curbanas for outdoor service, and the use of the East half of public lot 1 by the Rose Bowl to 
host outdoor entertainment. Rose Bowl was not charged for the use of the half lot and was strongly 
encouraged to hold as many events as possible to encourage people to come to downtown Urbana 
and patronize local businesses. At their request Rose Bowl was allowed to use the half lot for a 
second year from May – October in 2021.   
 
City staff received a variety of feedback on the Rose Bowl’s use of the half lot. There were concerns 
about traffic flow in Goose Alley, noise after regulated hours and concerns for parking. There were 
also many who expressed how wonderful it was to enjoy live music in a safe environment and that 
the shows hosted by Rose Bowl were very much appreciated. 
 
When considering plans for downtown activation in 2022, staff felt it was important to allow the 
option of using public space to anyone who might have ideas for activation which would create an 
economic impact in the downtown and support arts and culture. With that goal in mind, a request 
for proposal (RFP) was issued on February 18, 2022 with a deadline of March 15, 2022 for 
proposals. 
 
Only one response was received from The Rose Bowl. Their proposal, which is attached, met the 
criteria of the RFP including hosting a minimum of one concert or event every day from May 1 – 
October 31, 2022, encouraging their audience to patronize area businesses, especially those offering 
food and drink, and partnering with other organizations and performers to support their efforts. 
The Rose Bowl also offered to pay a monthly license agreement of $500. 
 
The Rose Bowl proactively addressed in their proposal some of the concerns they had heard about 
their continued use of lot one and offered the following: 

 To have operational systems in place to ensure the space looks nice daily 
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 To monitor overall volume of every event and reorient their stage to face away from affected 
residents 

 To limit amplified performances to no later than 9pm Sunday through Thursday and 10pm 
on Fridays and Saturdays along with a promise to strictly adhere to these provisions 

 To meet with city staff and planners to consult about traffic patterns and share ideas on how 
best to ensure safe and efficient traffic flow 

 
The committee that met to review the proposal agreed unanimously in favor of the city signing a 
Licensing Agreement for the east half of Lot 1 with the Rose Bowl with an option to renew for one 
additional year.   
 
 
THINK URBANA ENTERPRISE ZONE ACTIVITY 
 
The city’s Think Urbana program promoting new residential construction had a very successful year 
in 2021 and is on course to do the same in 2022. 
 
The city’s Enterprise Zone is a geographically defined area outlined on the attached map. New 
homes built within the Enterprise Zone are eligible for two incentives: sales tax exemption on 
building materials and property tax abatement. In 2021, the city issued 60 building permits for new 
residential homes or duplexes.  
 

 
 
These (60) new homes within the Enterprise Zone will have an assessed value of almost $13 million. 
As of January 2022, the estimated projections of Think Urbana show an increased equal assessed 
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value of $32 million over the life of the program. This increase in revenue is distributed through 
property taxes to each of the taxing bodies and quantifies the success of the program. 
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Per Cunningham Township Assessor, Wayne Williams, 70 new homes were built in Urbana last year, 
44 of which will be assessed at full value and 26 which will be assessed at partial value due to the 
stage of construction. Wayne states that, “We’ve never had this many before.” Please note that 
Wayne’s totals differ from ours as permits may have been requested the previous year from the city 
for projects built last year. 
 
The Stone Creek subdivision in particular has done very well. As you may recall, in June of 2020, 
The Atkins Group announced that they would gift the University of Illinois Foundation with more 
than 300 acres of real estate including more than 100 residential lots and 70 acres of undeveloped 
lots including any income they may generate. According to Tim Adem, University of Illinois 
Foundation Manager of Real Estate and Facilities, of the 105 home lots, 56 have been sold and six 
lots are pending sales resulting in 53% of the Stone Creek inventory sold. 
 
According to Building Safety Manager, Nick Hanson, since June 30, 2020, 23 lots within the Stone 
Creek subdivision have obtained building permits for single family residences at an estimated 
construction cost of 7.9 million dollars. The average cost of construction for new homes in Urbana 
is $343,478 per home. 
 
Since January 1, 2022, the city has received 26 applications for new homes within the enterprise 
zone as compared to 10 for the same time last year. 
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Exhibits:   

  A – Rose Bowl Proposal and Site Plan 
  B – Urbana Enterprise Zone map 
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ENTERPRISE ZONE BOUNDARY DISCLAIMER: 
 
In delineating the boundaries of the Enterprise Zone only complete 
parcels were included. Where parcels were not contiguous, three foot 
wide connecting strips in the right-of-way were utilized. 
 
GENERAL DATA DISCLAIMER:  
 
This data has been derived partially from coverages provided by the 
Champaign County GIS Consortium (CCGIS). This data is provided "AS 
IS" without warranty of any kind, expressed or implied. The City of 
Urbana and CCGIS, make no warranties, guarantees, or 
representations as to the suitability or accuracy of this information for 
your purposes or that this map is without defects. This is not a lot or 
parcel boundary map. Zoning may not be co-incident with lot or parcel 
lines. Please contact the City of Urbana Department of Community 
Development with any questions. 

Urbana Enterprise Zone Boundary
Urbana Corporate Limits

Official Map of the City of Urbana
and Champaign County Enterprise Zone
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