
 

 
 
                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 Grants Management Division 
 
 m e m o r a n d u m 
 
TO: Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor  
 
FROM:  Elizabeth H. Tyler, FAICP, Director Community Development Services 
 
DATE:  February 19, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN REAL 

ESTATE (908 East Oregon Street, Urbana, Illinois)   
 
 
Description  
 
Included on the agenda of the February 23, 2015 meeting of the Urbana City Council Committee 
of the Whole is an Ordinance authorizing the sale of the City-owned property located at 908 East 
Oregon Street, which is currently a vacant lot, to Maron Keith Harris, Hearthstone Homes. Mr. 
Harris has intentions of constructing a new single family home at this location.   
 
Issues 
 
The issue is whether the Urbana City Council should approve the Ordinance authorizing the sale 
of the City-owned property to Maron Keith Harris.  
 
Background 
 
The City began working with the previous owner of this dilapidated property in 2010. The owner 
was not able to financially make repairs to render the house safe and livable and the mortgage 
holder started the foreclosure process. The City subsequently condemned the property and the 
owner vacated the home.  
 
City staff then worked with the owner and lenders’ representatives to request that they either 
make the necessary repairs or demolish the home. The home was secured by the lender and a 
property management company was hired to care for the property during the foreclosure process. 
In June 2012, the City secured a court ordered demolition judgment and had the property 
demolished and a lien placed on the property for $8,038.17. The lender cancelled the foreclosure 
process and released the mortgage to the owner. The City Legal division worked with the owner 
to purchase the property for $4,000.00 in April 2013.  
 
In October 2014, staff received an inquiry from Mr. Harris about the possible purchase of the 
property with intentions of constructing a new single family home. The subject buildable lot is 



51 feet by 117 feet.  On December 29, 2014, Mr. Harris made a written offer to purchase the 
property for $12,500.  Staff contacted a Champaign County Realtor to perform a Comparative 
Market Analysis for the property.  The results of the analysis confirmed that the offer was in line 
with the analysis.  A contract for sale was generated and signed by Mr. Harris pending Urbana 
City Council approval. The Notice of Public Hearing was published on February 1, 2015 in 
accordance with Urbana City Code to consider the proposed sale of the property.   
 
Options 
 
1.  Approve the Ordinance authorizing the sale of 908 East Oregon Street to Maron Keith Harris.  
 
2.  Approve the Ordinance authorizing the sale of 908 East Oregon Street to Maron Keith Harris 

with amendments to the contract. 
 
3.  Do not to approve the Ordinance and provide further direction to staff.  

 
Fiscal Impacts 
 
Selling this lot to Maron Keith Harris would eliminate ongoing property maintenance costs that 
are incurred by the City and would reimburse the City for its purchase and demolition costs. The 
construction of a new single family home on the lot would also provide neighborhood 
stabilization and add another property back onto the tax roll.  
 
If the sale is not approved, the property would remain in the City’s land portfolio and the City 
would continue to incur maintenance costs associated with the property. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Staff recommends that the Urbana City Council approve the Ordinance authorizing the sale of 
the City-owned property to Maron Keith Harris.  

Memorandum Prepared By: 
 
 

______________________ 
Randy Burgett 

Housing Rehabilitation Coordinator 
Grants Management Division 

Attachments: 
 
1. Location Map – 908 East Oregon Street, Urbana  
2. Proposal letter from Maron Keith Harris  
3. AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL ESTATE 
 (908 East Oregon Street) 
4. Sales Contract    
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