
                DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 Economic Development Division 
 

m e m o r a n d u m 
 
 
TO:   Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor 
 
FROM:  Elizabeth H. Tyler, FAICP, Director, Community Development Services 
 
DATE:  May 8, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: An Ordinance approving and authorizing the execution of an agreement with 

the State of Illinois Department of Agriculture 
 
Introduction and Background 
 
In Fall 2007, the City of Urbana/Market at the Square received a notice from the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture regarding funding availability for farmers’ markets in Illinois in fiscal 
year 2008 via a program called the Illinois Farmers’ Market Advertising Grant Program.  
 
The Illinois Department of Agriculture received specialty crop block grant funds from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for federal fiscal years 2006 and 2007, with $175,450.42 of those 
grant funds to be used for the Illinois Farmers’ Market Advertising Grant Program. Through this 
new program, all Illinois farmers’ markets were eligible to apply for grant funds to help offset 
the cost of advertising the market for the 2008 farmers’ market season. The Illinois Department 
of Agriculture encouraged all markets to submit a proposal for consideration. 
 
In November 2007, the City of Urbana submitted its proposal, requesting $7,500.00, the 
maximum dollar amount allowed under the guidelines of the Request For Proposal. The City’s 
proposal specifically requested grant funds to produce and broadcast television advertising on 
both cable and local networks.  
 
In April 2007, the City received notice from the Illinois Department of Agriculture that Market 
at the Square would be the recipient of a $4,000.00 grant to be used solely for the purchase of 
television broadcast time.  
 
In order for the funds to be released, the City must enter into a signed agreement with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture.  As this agreement requires that the City indemnify and hold 
harmless the State of Illinois related to this grant, it is the opinion of the Legal Division that City 
Council should approve and authorize the Mayor to sign this agreement. 
 

 
 1 

 



Fiscal Impact 
 
 
In a typical television advertising scenario, the City is responsible for both the production costs 
as well as the airtime costs of any television advertising that is purchased. In the City’s grant 
application, $1,000.00 was earmarked for production costs, $2,020.00 for network airtime costs, 
and $4,480.00 for cable airtime costs. 
 
Due to the timing of the grant award, the proposed television advertisements will not run for the 
entire Market season as was originally proposed.  Therefore the airtime proposal will be 
modified to fit within the $4,000.00 award amount without a significant loss of ad time.  The 
Market at the Square will cover the costs of production for the advertisements by absorbing these 
costs as part of the existing marketing and promotional budget.  
 
As the marketing and promotional budget of the Market at the Square is capable of absorbing 
these costs, no budget amendment is needed at this time. 
 
Options  
 

1.  Forward the ordinance to City Council with a recommendation for approval. 
 
2. Do not forward the ordinance to City Council. 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the Committee of the Whole forward the attached ordinance to the City 
Council’s regular meeting on May 19, 2008 with a recommendation for approval. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
Lisa Bralts, Economic Development Specialist 
   Director, Market at the Square 
 
  
 
 
Attachments: Exhibit A: Draft ordinance with attached agreement 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2008-05-038    

 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

(Illinois Farmers’ Market Advertising Grant) 
 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS, as 
follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That an Agreement Between the City of Urbana and The State of Illinois 
Department of Agriculture in substantially the form of the copy of said Agreement attached hereto, 
be and the same is hereby approved. 
 
 Section 2.  That the Mayor of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and the same is hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver and the City Clerk of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and the same 
is authorized to attest to said execution of said Agreement as so authorized and approved for and on 
behalf of the City of Urbana, Illinois. 
 
 PASSED by the City Council this _____ day of _____________, 2008. 
 
 AYES: 
 
 NAYS: 
 
 ABSTAINS: 
 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
          Phyllis Clark, City Clerk 
 
  
APPROVED by the Mayor this _____ day of _________________, 2008. 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        
   Laurel Lunt Prussing, Mayor 
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