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FRIENDS OF
THE COURTHOUSE

MURDER, LARCENY, AND EVEN
RAPE—THE YOUNG CIRCUIT LAWYER

Abraham Lincoln, practicing in
Urbana, handled cases involving all of

these in the courthouse which stood on this
city block. Lincoln unsuccessfully defended
William Weaver, the first man accused of
murder in mpaign County, Lincoln
appeared in court here from 1841 to 1860,
The cases weren't all felonies: Lincoln more
often represented ordinary citizens with their
divorces, land title disputes, and contested
debis. He worked with local attorneys like
J-O. Cunningham (later & Champaign County
Judge, county benefactor, and histonian) and
Henry Clay Whitney (a Lincoln biographer).
Each court visit required working through
the entire docket of cases until they were
scttled, tned, or continued. Sometimes
e ———————erianl Lincoln presided as judge pro tem, when the
o= standing judge, David Davis could not be

Lincal aboa adwanced bis pelivical oareer in Urbans, present. Lincoln might serve as counsel for

On May 31, 1854 while in Urbana, Lincoln lea the plaintiff—or the defendant. In the

of the adaprian of the Kanis-Nebraska Act, allmeing document pictured below, Lincoln is

e pagulicr soverriguty, and.the potetiod spoceed of igning for himself and local lawyer

sharery 1o U, 8. sevriteries. On October M4, jam Coler, pleading for Vannata,

wrtriwtn an this die, Lincoln delivered ene = =
of 2 group f spceies pelont the cxpatucian f ery who was being sued for improper care
of Burgess' sheep.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS
i

AR AR B IR R AL B R H BB B A HSHER IR SRR






