
 
 URBANA TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
 Tuesday, June 6, 2006 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
  Dennis Roberts, City Council Member 
  Mike Bily, Chief of Police 
  Joe Smith, Senior Civil Engineer 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
  Shawn Crowley, Parking Enforcement 
  Charlie Smyth, Council Member, Ward 1 
  Robert Bridgewater, 2606 Landis Farm Road 
   
The meeting began at 4:05 p.m. 
     
Additions to the agenda: 
 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Joe Smith moved to accept the minutes as read.  Mike Bily seconded the motion.  The 
Commission voted 3-0 to approve the minutes of the May 2006 meeting. 
 
 
Item #1 - Discussion of lighting and lane markings on Airport Road. 
 
Dennis Roberts summarized the discussions regarding safety improvements for Airport Road.  
Mr. Roberts stated that two projects were recommended as a result of the discussions:  to install 
a pole light on Airport Road at Landis Farm Road and to stripe lanes of traffic on Airport Road.  
He said that the cost for the pole light would be covered by the City.  He added that the Traffic 
Commission requested input from the two residents at the corner of Landis Farm Road and 
Airport Road. 
 
Joe Smith stated that Mr. Bothfuhr, one of the Landis Farm residents, contacted him and that he 
was in favor of any project that would improve traffic conditions at that intersection. 
 
Dennis Roberts stated that the discussions were in response to a citizen’s concern following a 
fatal accident on Airport Road. 
 
Joe Smith was not aware of any accidents at that particular intersection. 
 
Robert Bridgewater stated that a hit and run accident occurred on Airport Road near the 
intersection. 
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Mike Bily said that he would request that accident information be compiled for that intersection. 
 
Joe Smith reviewed the plan for striping Airport Road.  He stated that a work order was to be 
completed that would create no passing zones to the east and west of Landis Farm Road.   
 
Dennis Roberts said that he had sent a letter to the residents in the Landis Farm subdivision.  He 
received a call from one resident favoring the lowering of the hill on Airport Road as a way to 
improve safety on Airport Road. 
 
Joe Smith reviewed the work that would be required to lower the hill.  He gave a preliminary 
estimate of $30,000 to $40,000 to complete the lowering of the hill.  He added that the drainage 
work necessary on that hill might result in a higher cost for that project.  Mr. Smith stated that 
the striping project would be pro-rated with Somer Township. 
 
Mr. Bridgewater asked why roads were not improved by the developers. 
 
Joe Smith said that the City did not require developers to improve arterials as part of their 
development.  He continued by stating that Airport Road would be scheduled for improvement 
as more area was annexed. 
 
Charlie Smyth stated that Airport Road would probably be added to the Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP). 
 
Dennis Roberts asked that Engineering look at the possibility of adding the lowering of the hill 
on Airport Road to the CIP.  He stated that the installation of the pole light at the intersection 
would be beneficial by illuminating the area where vehicles enter and exit the subdivision. 
 
Robert Bridgewater expressed concern about the striping on an oil and chip road (Airport Road). 
He asked if the striping would withstand the increased traffic on the road resulting from 
additional development and the bleeding of the oil from the heat of summer.  He mentioned a 
study that was completed that indicated an additional 1500 cars per day used Airport Road to 
travel to and from the Wal-Mart store located on High Cross Road. 
 
Dennis Roberts asked when the street light would be installed. 
 
Mr. Smith replied that the light would probably be installed within a month.  He added that 
Champaign County would probably add rock on Airport Road before micro-surfacing, which 
would provide a better surface for the painting of stripes on the road.   He estimated that the time 
frame for the striping would probably be in the fall.  As for scheduled projects in the CIP, Mr. 
Smith said that Airport Road to the west of Cunningham Avenue was slated for improvement, 
but to the east of Airport Road was not part of the current list of projects.  He said that the City 
would continue to monitor traffic on Airport Road and that he would discuss the project with the 
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Public Works Director and Assistant City Engineer to determine what work would be done on 
Airport Road.  
 
Dennis Roberts asked when the signage would be installed on Airport Road. 
 
Joe Smith stated that the signage would be added when the striping was completed. 
 
 
Item #2 -  Discussion of traffic concerns on Iowa Street at Busey Avenue. 
 
Joe Smith discussed the results of a speed study that was conducted near the intersection of Iowa 
Street and Busey Avenue (see attached).  He summarized by stating that from the data, the area 
did not have a speeding problem and that conditions were below the average for a normal 
residential street.  Mr. Smith recommended that no further action be taken.  He suggested that 
the speed trailer be located on the street between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. during the 
week to encourage motorists to adhere to the speed limit. 
 
Shawn Crowley discussed the difficulty associated with placing the speed trailer in areas with 
trees.  She stated that the solar battery did not retain a charge for a long enough time to be 
effective. 
 
Charlie Smyth asked if STEP enforcement could be assigned to that area to monitor traffic 
speeds. 
 
Mike Bily stated that they would assign STEP to that area. 
 
Mr. Smyth asked for an electronic copy of the study. 
 
Joe Smith stated that he would provide the copy. 
 
Mr. Smyth read an e-mail from a resident unable to attend the meeting.  The resident expressed 
concern about the speed limit being set at 30 m.p.h.  She felt that the speed was too fast for a 
residential area.  The resident had stated that it was mentioned at an earlier meeting that the cars 
parked along the street slowed motorists.  She pointed out that the cars, belonging mostly to 
students, were gone during the summer—the time of the year when most children would be 
playing outside.  The resident requested that a four-way stop be installed at the intersection. 
 
Mr. Smith stated that he would not endorse the installation of stop signs on Iowa Street at Busey 
Avenue because traffic did not justify the installation of the signs.  He added that signs were not 
installed to slow traffic. 
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Chief Bily stated that sometimes having squad cars monitoring speed result in traffic calming, 
but that with the small number of vehicles speeding, it would be difficult to ticket speeding 
motorists.  He added that often the violators are those who live in the neighborhood. 
 
No further action was recommended. 
 
Item #3 -  Discussion of speed study on Green Street between Vine Street and Cottage 

Grove Avenue. 
 
 
Joe Smith reviewed the results of a speed study that was conducted on Green Street between 
Vine Street and Cottage Grove Avenue.  (See attached.)  He stated that there were some 
excessive violations that might have been squad cars leaving the City building. 
 
Mike Bily stated that he would try to determine if those vehicles were squad cars and if they 
were, discuss safe speeds for emergency dispatch with his officers. 
 
Joe Smith stated that traffic speeds did not seem to be problematic for this street. 
 
Dennis Roberts mentioned that a resident had requested a stop sign at Green Street and Anderson 
Street which the Traffic Commission did not recommend since the installation of the signs were 
not warranted. 
 
Joe Smith mentioned that stop signs were not used as a means to slow traffic.  
 
No further action was taken. 
 
 
The Traffic Commission members reviewed the STEP reports conducted in May.  (See attached.)  
 
 
The members discussed the date of the next Traffic Commission meeting.  Mike Bily moved to 
postpone the July meeting.  Joe Smith seconded the motion. 
 
The Commission approved the motion 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed items to be placed on the August Traffic Commission agenda. 
 
Dennis Roberts complimented the Public Works Department for the work done on the “Parking 
Primer.”  He said that it provided a great deal of information about parking issues and solutions 
in Urbana. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 
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The next meeting will be held August 1, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. at the Urbana City Building, 400 
South Vine, second floor conference room. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Barbara Stiehl 
Recording Secretary  



URBANA POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: CHIEF BILY 

FROM: SGT. JACOBSEN 

SUBJECT: MAY SCHOOL STEP 

DATE: 6/15/2006 

CC: BARB STIEHL 

KING SCHOOL 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/09/06 0700-0900 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

11-1414 PASSED STOPPED SCHOOL BUS 

 

05/15/06 0700-0900 NONE REPORTED 

 

05/23/06 1400-1600 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

3-707 NO INSURANCE 

11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

3-413F   EXPIRED REGISTRATION 

11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

3-707   NO INSURANCE 

 

05/30/06 0700-0900 11-305   DISOBEYED TRAFFIC SIGNAL 

12-611 LOUD STEREOS 

3-707 NO INSURANCE 

6-303   SUSPENDED DRIVER’S LICENSE 

 

 



PRAIRIE SCHOOL 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/08/06 0700-0900 NONE REPORTED 

 

05/10/06 1400-1600 11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   41 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   46 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   50 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/18/06 0700-0900 11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

6-303 SUSPENDED DRIVER’S LICENSE 

3-707 NO INSURANCE 

11-601B   37 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/26/06 1400-1600 11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   44 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 
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THOMAS PAINE SCHOOL 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/22/06 0700-0900 11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/24/06 1400-1600 11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

     

UMS/ UHS 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/01/06 0700-0900 6-101   NO VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE 

3-707 NO INNSURANCE 

11-605 35 IN 20 MPH ZONE 

 

05/12/06 1500-1700 11-601B   42 M PH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/17/06 1500-1700 11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/31/06 1500-1700 11-601B   35 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

       (DRIVER HAD 2 WARRANTS) 

 

WILEY SCHOOL 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

0511/06 0700-0900 11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   44 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 
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URBANA POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: CHIEF BILY 

FROM: SGT. JACOBSEN 

SUBJECT: MAY STEP 

DATE: 6/15/2006 

CC: BARB STIEHL 

CUNNINGHAM AVENUE 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/23/06 1700-1900 11-601B   45 MPH IN 35 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   46 MPH IN 35 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   49 MPH IN 35 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   47 MPH IN 35 MPH ZONE 

    6-101   NO VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE 

 

ILLINOIS (VINE TO COTTAGE GROVE) 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/04/06 1100-1300 NONE REPORTED 

 

05/12/06 1500-1700 11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   41 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

 

 

 



LINCOLN AVENUE 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/01/06 1900-2100 11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   54 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   46 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/09/06 0700-0900 11-601B   47 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

3-707 NO INSURANCE 

11-601B   47 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

3-707   NO INSURANCE 

 

05/11/06 1700-1900 11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   50 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE  

    11-601B   48 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   50 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   56 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    3-707   NO INSURANCE 

 

05/17/06 1300-1500 11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   44 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 
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LINCOLN AVENUE CONTINUED 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/20/06 1100-1300 11-601B   44 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   50 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   47 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   47 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/22/06 0700-0900 11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/26/06 1300-1500 11-601B   44 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/30/06 0700-0900 11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   45 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

MAIN AND SMITH 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/19/06 1900-2100 11-601B   64 MPH IN 35 MPH ZONE 
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PENNSYLVANIA AND RACE 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/02/06 0700-0900 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

 

05/10/06 1100-1300 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-601B   41 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/16/06 0700-0900 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

 

05/18/06 1100-1300 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

 

05/18/06 1500-1700 NONE REPORTED 

 

05/23/06 0900-1100 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

 

05/24/06 1100-1300 11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

    3-707   NO INSURANCE 

 

05/25/06 0700-0900 11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 
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PENNSYLVANIA AND RACE CONTINUED 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/31/06 1300-1500 3-707   NO INSURANCE 

    11-1204B   DISOBEYED STOP SIGN 

 

05/31/06 0700-0900 NONE REPORTED 

 

WASHINGTON (VINE TO PHILO) 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/08/06 1300-1500 11-601B   40 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   41 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

 

05/15/06 1100-1300 11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   43 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   42 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

     

WINDSOR ROAD 

DATE TIME  VIOLATION  DESCRIPTION 

05/05/06 0700-0900 NONE REPORTED 

 

05/13/06 1300-1500 11-601B   46 MPH IN 30 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   50 MPH IN 40 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   52 MPH IN 40 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   54 MPH IN 40 MPH ZONE 

    11-601B   52 MPH IN 40 MPH ZONE
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SPEED STUDY REPORT 
 

GREEN STREET AT ANDERSON STREET 
 

At the request of the Urbana Traffic Commission, a speed study was conducted on Green Street 
just west of Anderson Street from 12:00 PM April 20, 2006 to 12:00 PM April 28, 2006 using 
the Metro Count Vehicle classifier counters.  Posted speed limit is 30 MPH.  The following data 
was collected: 
 
Total number of vehicles:  8871 (Average of 1100 per day) 
Average speed=   27.82 MPH 
Median speed=    28.0 MPH 
85th percentile speed= 32.9 MPH  
% over 30 MPH=  33.9% 
% over 40 MPH=   1.5%  
Max. speed recorded= 63.8 MPH  
Hour of day with the largest number of vehicles over 30 MPH on Mon-Fri= 5-6 P.M.  
 
Top nine (represents 0.1% of all vehicles) speeds recorded by speed, date, time of day, and 
direction of travel.  Discussions with the Police Department has led to the determination that 
nearly all these vehicles were police vehicles responding to calls from the City building to 
locations in east Urbana. 
 
Speed        Date      Time Direction  
63.8  Sat. Apr. 22    2:54 A.M. E-bound 
59.4  Thurs. Apr. 27    9:48 P.M. E-bound 
58.8  Sat. Apr. 22  11:41 P.M. E-bound 
58.7  Sat. Apr. 22    2:55 A.M. E-bound 
58.4  Sun. Apr. 23    9:10 P.M. E-bound 
58.1  Sun. Apr. 23    5:41 P.M. E-bound 
57.7  Fri. Apr. 21    8:12 P.M. E-bound 
53.6  Tues. Apr. 25    2:20 P.M. E-bound 
53.4  Fri. Apr. 21    8:07 P.M. E-bound 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
From this data it has been found that this location does not have a speeding problem.  The 
average speeds, 85th percentile speeds and violation rates are within normal ranges for a collector 
street of this type.  Normal range is average speed of 27-28 MPH, 85th percentile of 32-34 MPH 
and violation rate of 20-40%.  Additionally some of the data is distorted by the high police 
vehicle speeds on emergency dispatches from the City building Police station.  I recommend no 
further action be taken at this time however; the police speed trailer could be placed at this 
location periodically to inform vehicles of their speed.  
 
Submitted:  _____________________ 
  Senior Civil Engineer 



    



SPEED STUDY REPORT 
 

IOWA STREET AT BUSEY AVENUE 
 

At the request of the Urbana Traffic Commission, a speed study was conducted on Iowa Street 
just east of Busey Avenue from 12:00 PM April 20, 2006 to 12:00 PM April 28, 2006 using the 
Metro Count Vehicle classifier counters.  Posted speed limit is 30 MPH.  The following data was 
collected: 
 
Total number of vehicles:  3473 (Average of 435 per day) 
Average speed=   22.83 MPH 
Median speed=    23.0 MPH 
85th percentile speed= 28.6 MPH  
% over 30 MPH=    9.9% 
% over 40 MPH=   0.3%  
Max. speed recorded= 55.9 MPH  
Hour of day with the largest number of vehicles over 30 MPH on Mon-Fri= 5-6 P.M.  
 
Top five (represents 0.14% of all vehicles) speeds recorded by speed, date, time of day, and 
direction of travel.   
 
Speed        Date      Time Direction  
55.9  Fri. Apr. 21    7:18 P.M. E-bound 
45.0  Fri. Apr. 21    7:34 P.M. E-bound 
44.1  Tues. Apr. 25    4:30 P.M. E-bound 
43.7  Thurs. Apr. 27    3:15 P.M. E-bound 
43.4  Sun. Apr. 23    3:00 P.M. W-bound 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
From this data it has been found that this location does not have a speeding problem and is below 
the normal ranges for average speeds, 85th percentile speeds and violation rates.  For a local 
street the normal range for average speed is 25-27 MPH, 85th percentile is 30-32 MPH and 
violation rate is 5-25%.  The narrow street width and on-street parking provide a good deterrent 
to higher operating speeds of vehicles.  I recommend no further action be taken at this time 
however; the police speed trailer could be placed at this location periodically to inform vehicles 
of their speed.  
 
Submitted:  _____________________ 
  Senior Civil Engineer 
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